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How can I be happy without doing anything dirty? 
 

“Blessed are the pure in heart.” 
Matthew 5:8 

 
 
Wash your hands. Wash your hands! So often we are 
reminded of the need to wash our hands. After using 
the restroom, before eating, after eating, before 
cooking, after cooking. It’s so hard to keep them clean.  
 
And that’s just our hands! Try keeping our hearts 
clean, and we have an impossible task! How hard it is 
to have perfectly pure motives! When I cut that little 
section of grass between my neighbors’ house and 
mine, the good deed is spoiled with the self-serving 

intent that maybe he’ll let me borrow his edger. I give some money for a worthy charitable cause, but 
only because I don’t want to disappoint the sincere person asking.  
 
We may be able to hide our impure motives from others, but not from God. The Bible says, “The LORD 
does not look at the things man looks at.  Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at 
the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7). We can’t fool God. There is no covering false notions or hidden 
deception. God looks right through the outward act and inspects the inner motivation. He is looking for 
the pure in heart. 
 
What is the measure for that kind of inner purity? God holds us up to his perfect will and measures us 
against it. The conclusion is that all of us have sinned and fall short of the sinless standard that God has 
set for us. Under God’s inspection, our hearts are not pure. 
 
What’s the solution? Our hearts need to be washed. But how? We can’t wash them on our own, so 
Jesus did it for us. The Bible says, “The blood of Jesus, [God’s] Son, purifies us from all sin”  (1 John 
1:7). By his death for us, Jesus washed our hearts clean; he has cleansed us of sin’s stain. Through him 
all our sins are forgiven and our hearts are now pure in God’s sight.  
 
The forgiveness of sins and purity of heart that we have received freely from Jesus powerfully 
motivates us to stay away from anything dirty. We’ll not want to dirty our hearts again with sinful 
things. Rather, we’ll be happy to strive to live according to the pure way that God teaches and thereby 
indicate our great appreciation for the sacrifice that Jesus made to wash our hearts clean.  

 
 



Zion Lutheran School 
 

School is Back! 
 

 Its time again for the new school year 
to begin!  This year our Back to School night 
will be held on August 18th.  Our opening 
service for the school year will also be held on 
this night.  We have two new students at Zion 
this year.  Please join us in giving them a 
warm welcome.  Classes begin on August 
23rd.  We look forward to seeing all of our 
returning and new students again at the end of 
this month.  Welcome Back! 

 

Good Habits 
  

 The start of a new school year is a great 
time to start some new good habits.  One habit 
I encourage all of our families to get into is 
having regular family devotions.  Many times 
this can easily fall to the wayside with excuses 
like 'we don't have the time,' or 'we're never all 
home at the same time.'  I would encourage 
every family to make time to spend in family 
devotion as often as possible, and to make it a 
habit.  Keeping Christ at the center of our 
lives and our families strengthens our faith, 
and keeps us battle ready for when we step out 
into the world. 
 

 

God's Great Rescue 
 

 As of this writing our VBS program for 
2010, 'God's Great Rescue', is beginning to 
wrap up.  This year our program has truly been 
blessed by God.  Both the morning traditional 
VBS and the Afternoon Cooking Class have 
been very well attended and many of God's 
children have been fed daily with His Word.  
The children have been having fun with their 
lessons, crafts, playtime, singing, and their 
cooking classes.  Thank You to all of our 
teachers, volunteers, snack providers, and 
everyone else who has helped make this 
program a reality.  With your help and by God's 
blessing, this year has been an amazing 
success.  To God be the Glory! 

 

 
 

Summer Dates to Remember 
 

August 1st – Church Picnic  

August 18th – Back to School Night 

August 22nd – Beach Party! 

August 23rd – First Day of Classes 

September 6th – No School – Labor Day



 
Thank you to all who have enrolled in the Ralphs Community Program and chose Zion as the school to 
earn money for.  These shoppers have raised $167.35 from January through the end of May 2010.  All 
registered participants will remain active until August 31, 2010.  After that time, you must re-register 
for the program.  Anyone looking to enroll in the program will need to do it on or after September 1, 
2010.  There will be instructions in the newsletter next month on how to do this.  Thank you for your 
support and keep shopping.   

 
Earnings Update 

Campbell’s had a special promotion for the end of the 2009/2010 school year.  They doubled the points 
of our UPC submission.  For the end of the year, we submitted around 1,000 points we will get credit 
for 2,000!!!  They allow us to bank all the points that we earned until we have enough to purchase the 
needed items.  We have approximately 11,000 points to go shopping with for items such as art supplies, 
physical education equipment, software, etc….  Thank you for clipping and turning in the UPC codes.  
For a list of participating products, check out the following: 
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/participating-products.aspx 

 
Box Tops For Education Earnings Update 

Box Tops redeemed for the time period 3/1/09-3/1/10 total $122.42.  We have turned in about $85 
worth of box tops since March 1st of this year.  This amount will be included in the check received in 
December.  Please keep clipping and turning Box Tops in on a regular basis.  For a list of participating 
products, click on the link: 
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Image.aspx?id=3878&WT.ac=FMA_ParticipatingProd_07012010 

 
Box Tops For Education Contests 

There are two sweepstakes for Box Tops.  You must be 18 or over to enter.  You must enter through 
the Box Tops for Education website or click on the links below.   

�� Totinos-Making School a Better Place Sweepstakes-The winner receives 10,000 bonus box tops 
for your school and school supplies for you and your class and Totinos pizza products.  To enter 
click on the link below or copy and paste to browser.  Enter once a day until 9/12/10.  
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Sweepstakes.aspx/Totino-s--and-Avery--Making-School-
A-Better-Place/304?WT.ac=FMA_TotinosSweeps_07012010 

�� The Difference One Makes-Grand Prize is 500,000 bonus box tops.  Weekly prizes of 5,000 
bonus box tops.  Enter each day until 10/3/10.  Click on the link:  
http://generalmills.promo.eprize.com/differenceonemakes/?affiliate_id=1d&esrc=15780 

 
Facebook Group 

If you are a member of facebook and would like to get periodic updates concerning various fundraisers 
(i.e. box tops, Campbell’s, Ralphs, etc.) click on the link below to join this Zion group. 
http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=116799258332335&ref=ts 
 


