
ZION’S GOOD NEWS 
September 2010 
Online edition Volume 1, Issue 8 
 

How can I be happy if I don’t take sides? 
 

“Blessed are the peacemakers.” 
Matthew 5:9 

 
Who really wants to be a peacemaker anyway? A 
peacemaker in a marriage is usually the one who has to 
swallow his or her pride. Who wants to say, “You’re 
right, and I’m wrong,” to keep the peace in a marriage? 
A peacemaker amongst neighbors is the one who has 
to rake more, shovel more, and put up with more. Who 
really wants to do that to keep the peace between 
neighbors? To be a peacemaker can be a headache!   
 
And yet, Jesus attaches the blessing of happiness to 
those who are peacemakers. Jesus can say that from his 
own experience. He was happy to bring peace to this 
world. After all, he is the Prince of Peace. This title 
rightfully describes Jesus because he made peace 
between God and all the people of the world.   
 
Talk about a headache! It wasn’t easy. He had to resist 

temptation, he had to resist the urge to strike back, he had to put others first, he had to go the extra 
mile, he had to suffer, and ultimately he had to die. But all of his sacrifices were necessary to establish 
peace between his Father and the world. Jesus was a successful peacemaker, and he was happy to do it. 
And you can be happy that he did it too!   
    
To be a peacemaker is not easy. It wasn’t for Jesus, and it won’t be for you either. It isn’t easy to be the 
peacemaker between quarreling siblings. It isn’t easy to be the peacemaker between angry neighbors. It 
isn’t easy to be the peacemaker in a contentious marriage. It isn’t easy to be the peacemaker when 
grudges are involved. It isn’t easy to be the peacemaker when that involves saying, “I’m sorry.” But 
Jesus never said it was going to be easy. He did say, though, that he will bless your peacemaking 
efforts. Just take one glance at all of the blessings attached to Jesus’ peacemaking—forgiveness, joy, 
and peace just to name a few. 
 
How can I be happy if I don’t take sides? That’s the point. True happiness comes when you do take a 
side—God’s side. To be a peacemaker is to be a reflection of Jesus. To be a peacemaker is to take to 
the world the peace that Jesus has brought to you. And there is no greater joy than that! 

 

 



Zion Lutheran School
 

Friends of Zion 
 
 The Friends of Zion will be holding 
their first meeting of the 2010-2011 school 
year on September 25th at 6:30 p.m.  All 
parents of students and members of Zion 
Lutheran are welcome to attend this meeting.  
This meeting will focus on Reading 
Curriculum and things that parents can do to 
help and encourage reading and writing at 
home.  We also hope to have a speaker to 
share some information on healthy habits for 
school children and things parents can do to 
encourage good habits at home.  We hope to 
see you all there! 

 
 

Welcome to Zion 
 Zion Lutheran School is happy to 
welcome a number of new families this year!  
We are glad to have you and your children 
with us.  Lets all make sure to renew our old 
friendships and start up some new ones this 
year as we continue to grow in the the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus. 

 

 

Book Orders 
 Scholastic Book Orders are a great way 
to provide quality-reading material for your 
kids throughout the school year.  Each month a 
flyer will be sent out which highlights many of 
the books available through the Scholastic 
Program.  Books may be ordered online 
through your child's teacher's ordering page, or 
you can fill out the paper form on the flyer and 
send the money with your children to school by 
the due date.  When you order through 
Scholastic you help us to earn points for free 
books and materials to help improve and 
enhance our classroom.  Scholastic Books 
provides us with a win-win scenario for 
everyone involved.  You can use the 
information below to order: 
 
www.Scholastic.com/bookclubs 
 
Mr. Bush's Code: GNGC6 
 
Mrs. Bryson's Room: GJPLC 

 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

September 6th – No School – Labor Day 

September 13th – Volleyball Practice Starts 

September 25th – FoZ Meeting (6:30 p.m.) 

September 26th – School Choir Sings 

October 3rd - 8th – Terra Nova Testing



�

Zion is participating in the Ralphs Community Contribution program again this year.  Even if you were 
enrolled in the program last year, you must enroll again this year beginning on September 1, 2010.  
Once you are signed up for the program, you will earn money for Zion School.  Signing up for this 
program is easy and does not affect your Ralph's Rewards.  To enroll or re-enroll please follow the 
steps below: 

1. Obtain a Ralph's Rewards Card (if you do not already have one) 
2. Go to: https://customer.ralphs.com/login.aspx and sign into your account if you already have 

one.  If not, click the “Sign Up Here Today!” link. Follow the directions to set up your new 
account, and then sign into your new account. 

3. In the upper right hand corner, click the “My Account” link. 
4. Click the “Community Contributions Program” link on the left side of the page. 
5. Follow the directions until prompted to Find Your Organization.  Our Organization # is 92045.  

You can also search for Zion Lutheran. 
6. Save the changes and you're done! 

 

 
The Campbell’s for Education website now has a page for our school, you will be able to check the 
point balance and view the school wish list.  To view go to: http://www.labelsforeducation.com 
If new to the site and do not have an account you will need to create one. First go to the “my school” 
tab.  To find our school type in “90502” as the zip code and click “submit”.  Scroll down to bottom of 
list to choose “Zion Lutheran School”.  Fill out the appropriate information.  For a list of participating 
products go to: http://www.labelsforeducation.com/assets/pdf/English%20Product%20List.pdf 
 

 
There are two sweepstakes for Box Tops.  You must be 18 or over to enter.  Enter through the Box 
Tops for Education website or click on the links below.   

�� Totinos-Making School a Better Place Sweepstakes-The winner receives 10,000 bonus box tops 
for your school and school supplies for you and your class and Totinos pizza products.  To enter 
click on the link below or copy and paste to browser.  Enter once a day until 9/12/10.  
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Sweepstakes.aspx/Totino-s--and-Avery--Making-School-
A-Better-Place/304?WT.ac=FMA_TotinosSweeps_07012010 

�� The Difference One Makes-Grand Prize is 500,000 bonus box tops.  Weekly prizes of 5,000 
bonus box tops.  Enter each day until 10/3/10.  Click on the link:  
http://generalmills.promo.eprize.com/differenceonemakes/?affiliate_id=1d&esrc=15780 

 
Please keep clipping and turning Box Tops in on a regular basis.  For a list of participating products, 
click on the link: 
http://www.boxtops4education.com/Image.aspx?id=3878&WT.ac=FMA_ParticipatingProd_07012010 
 

Facebook Group 
If you are a member of facebook and would like to get periodic updates concerning various fundraisers 
(i.e. Box Tops, Campbell’s, Ralphs, etc.) click on the link below to join this Zion group. 
http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=116799258332335&ref=ts 
 


